
When I say “Tor ino
Olympics” does everyone out
there know what I’m talking
about?

For the past couple of years,
that’s all I can remember when
seeing references to the coming
Winter Games...Torino this and

Torino that.
According to a story in the

Jan. 18 ,
however, the proper name for
the 2006 Olympics is “Turin”
as that’s theAmerican name for
Torino.

This is Associated Press
which the insists on

following. Never mind the logo
for the Games says Torino.
Never mind the U.S. Ski &
Snowboard Teams call them
the Torino Olympics. Never
mind that most of America -
and the world - call them the
Torino Olympics.

I’m as proud as anyone else
to be anAmerican, but last time
I checked the Olympic Games
were for the entire world.

I find it disrespectful to both
the Olympic Games and the
host city for egotistical media
outlets to take it upon them-
selves to rename the Games.

The Associated Press,
and anyone

else adopting a new name for
the 2006 Games should worry
more about covering the
Games than about what to call
them - they already had a
perfectly fine name with
“Torino.”

You can find more informa-
t i o n o n t h e G a m e s a t
www.torino2006.org, although
if you’re confused by the name,
www.tur in2006.org wi l l
redirect you to the properly

named Torino site as well.

Speaking of names, a sad
day will soon be upon us.

This spring, Caesars Tahoe,
long a Tahoe icon with its
Roman-themed everything,
will become MontBleu Resort
Casino and Spa.

The name change comes as
a result of Caesars sale to the
Columbia Sussex Corporation
this past June.

Our source at Caesars tells
us that remodeling is well
underway and the name change
should take effect inApril.

No more Circus Maximus
Showroom, The Roman Feast
(all you can eat buffet), Club
Nero, and all the Roman-
themed art and statuary that
adorned the hotel and casino.

Instead we will have
MontBleu - whatever that
is...we can’t imagine it will be
anything good!

Columbia Sussex has said
the MontBleu name will be
used to capture a theme that
mirrors the character of Lake
Tahoe and will give the casino a
more contemporary look.

From what we’ve read in
various news reports, it will
have a kind of French Alps
meets Tahoe feel and look.

Possibilities there, but
personally we liked Caesars the
way it was!

TAHOE CITY, Calif. - “If I
can do this, I can do anything!”
As the motto for Tahoe
Adaptive Ski School (T.A.S.S.)

and Disabled Sports USA, this
statement rings true for athletes
who participate in the T.A.S.S.
program.

Geared toward students
with physical and mental
disabilities, the T.A.S.S.
mission statement is “to
improve the quality of life for
people with disabilities by
providing affordable inclusive
sports which build self-esteem
and confidence, enhancing
active participation in commu-
nity life.”

In 1967 Jim Winthers
brought together a small group
of Vietnam Veterans to support
each other as they learned to
cope with their disabilities.

These Veterans taught
themselves and others how to
ski.

Winthers, a World War II
Veteran of the 10th Mountain
Division and Director of the
Soda Springs Ski School,
helped form Disabled Sports
USA, Far West (DSUSA-FW).

DSUSA-FW has continued
its rehabilitation orientation
and remains dedicated to the
belief that sports are a vital part
of the process in which
disabled individuals gain self-
confidence, mobility, and
greater independence.

Our programs promote
education, socialization and
employment. They help turn
tragedy into triumph by
instilling in participants the
knowledge that it's not their
disabilities, but their abilities
that count.

Operated by more than 200
volunteers who collectively
donate more than 4,000 hours
per winter season, T.A.S.S. is
open every day at Alpine
Meadows, located at the
Subway Lift access point.

Because of T.A.S.S.’s
popularity, students must make
a reservation. Two and one-half
hour lessons are offered twice
daily, and can be purchased
individually or in packs of five.
T.A.S.S. rents specialized
equipment - such as the

Shadow Mono Ski with
Riggers, Standup Outriggers,
Ski Bras, or Blind Bibs –
depending upon a student’s
needs.

For more information on
Tahoe Adaptive Ski School,
contact Alpine Meadows Ski
Resort at (530) 581-8321 or
contact Haakon Lang-Ree,
Tahoe Adaptive Ski School
Vice President, at (530) 581-
4161.

Information may also be
o b t a i n e d o n l i n e a t
www.dsusafw.org.

SQUAW VALLEY, Calif. -
Squaw Valley USAwelcomes a
new restaurant to the Valley.
The Blue Onion Café has
moved into the spot that
Mother Barclay’s used to
occupy and is now open for
b r e a k f a s t a n d l u n c h .

The Blue Onion is conve-
niently located at the base of
the mountain between Le
Chamois and Olympic House
in the Village Green.

This will be their second
café, adding to their first
location in Kings Beach.

Breakfast at the Blue Onion
will be a superb way to kick off
your day on the slopes. With
B e l g i a n Wa ff l e s , E g g s
Benedict, and delicious crepes
how can you go wrong?

For late risers or hardcore
riders who want to get fresh
tracks before you eat, the Blue
Onion serves breakfast all day
long.

The Sacramento Bee

style Bee

The
Sacramento Bee,
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Alpine’s adaptive
ski school teaches
disabled athletes

Squaw opens new
restaurant at base

For lunch, skiers and boarders
can enjoy focaccia sandwiches,
hot paninis, and an appetizing
array of soups and salads. Or
snack on a hardy cup of New
England clam chowder, a
filling Cobb salad or the Blue
Onion salad which has
caramelized pecans, pears,
gorgonzola, and balsamic
vinaigrette over mixed baby
greens.
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TUNE YOUR BOARDS AND
DEMO OURS FOR FREE

FULL STONE GROUND
AND CERAMIC EDGE

TUNE UP - $34.95
PLUS FREE DEMO

Expires April 30, 2006
One FREE Demo day during Tune Up

GIRO
HELMETS

$59.95
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NEW THIS WINTER

Children’s coats
and pants
and Roxy
for Juniors

32
years

Conveniently
located on

Ski Run Blvd.
on your way to

Heavenly

7:30 AM - 7:30 PM
Daily

20%
OFF

ALL RENTALS

Ski & Snowboard

Daily Rentals

NOT VALID:
12/23 - 1/1
1/13 - 1/16
2/17 - 2/20

#71

Hours:

YOUR PREMIUM
MOUNTAIN CONNECTION

Ski
&

Board

News
News
News
News

Tahoe
Lake

Cottages
Cute, Cozy, Quiet & Clean

Cozy 1 and 2 bedroom cottages
with kitchens and fireplaces on the

quiet West Shore of Lake Tahoe. Minutes from Homewood Ski
Area, Alpine Meadows and Squaw Valley. Rental and lift ticket
discounts available - ask about our 1/2 price specials.

Please call Mike Lafferty - (800) 852-8246
P.O. Box 126 / 7030 Highway 89, Tahoma, CA 96142

www.tahoelakecottages.com

Borges Family Sleigh Rides

The Borges Sleigh Rides are located across from Caesars Tahoe Casino on
Hwy. 50 Lake Tahoe. The Borges Family has delighted visitors from around
the world with history, fun and nostalgia. Each ride is 35 minutes. Call for
reservations. Open 10 a.m. to Sunset. Snow & Road Conditions permitting.

See us on the web at
www.sleighride.comAsk about Dinner Sleigh Rides

(775) 588-2953

Good for $5.00 off
Per Adult Couple

(Valid on Carriage or Sleigh Rides.
Not valid Saturdays or holidays.)

Coupon good for 2005-06 season

Visit Char-Pit online at www.charpit.com

8732 N. Lake Blvd.
Kings Beach, CA

$2.00 OFF
Any Combo Meal
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(Good For Up To 4 People)

“World Famous

Char-Broiler

Since 1962”
(530) 546-3171
For Carry-Out

On The
Slopes

With Joe Blenkle

See ONION, Page 3


